OSCE style session: acoustic neuroma

A 53yr old businessman attends your morning surgery. He says that he has become deaf 
What would you want to know?





    (Answers)
Was it sudden/gradual                 2weeks prior

Unilateral/Bilateral                      Right side

Assoc tinnitus                              Yes

Vertigo                                         No

FHx of deafness                           No

Hx of exposure to noise               No

What examination might you want to do?




     (Answers)
Hearing quiet sounds                   He thinks less loud right side

Rhinnes                                        Air louder than bone conduction
Webers                                         Hears louder in left ear

Cranial nerves                              No associated 5th or 7th nerve involvement

What investigations may be of help?

Audiometry                                  Example to show….
                                                If struggling…..You find one in old notes from 2yrs ago…

CT or better….. MRI scan

ENT referral               routine/urgent?
(brain stem auditory evoked response also useful)

What do you think is happening…..?     if acoustic neuroma…. What would you tell pt…. 

Possible complications/outcomes:         Resection/deafness inevitable/?facial weakness
